




Florida Civic Literacy Support Bellwork
Korematsu v. United States

How does the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Korematsu v. United States (1944) impact the United States today?
An Activity for High School Civic Literacy Competency #4

Competency #4:  Understanding of landmark Supreme Court cases, landmark legislation, and landmark executive actions and their impact on law and society

  Benchmark and Benchmark Clarification Correlations 
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
SS.912.CG.2.6 Explain how the principles contained in foundational documents contributed to the expansion of civil rights and liberties over time. 
* Students will explain how different groups of people (e.g., African Americans, immigrants, Native Americans, women) had their civil rights expanded through legislative action (e.g., Voting Rights Act, Civil Rights Act), executive action (e.g., Truman’s desegregation of the army, Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation) and the courts (e.g., Brown v. Board of Education; In re Gault). 
*Students will explain the role founding documents, such as the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, had on setting precedent for the future granting of rights.

SS.912.CG.2.4 Evaluate, take and defend objective, evidence-based positions on issues that cause the government to balance the interests of individuals with the public good. 
*Students will examine situations when individuals’ rights have been restricted for the public good (e.g., limits on speech or rationing of goods during wartime, enactment of the Patriot Act). 
*Students will analyze how environmental and financial policies place limitations on citizens and private industry for the public good. 
*Students will explain different services provided by local, state and national governments to citizens to ensure their rights are protected (e.g., social services, law enforcement, defense, emergency response).

SS.912.CG.3.11 Evaluate how landmark Supreme Court decisions affect law, liberty and the interpretation of the U.S. Constitution. 
*Students will recognize landmark Supreme Court cases (e.g., Marbury v. Madison; McCulloch v. Maryland; Dred Scott v. Sandford; Plessy v. Ferguson; Brown v. Board of Education; Gideon v. Wainwright; Miranda v. Arizona; Korematsu v. United States; Mapp v. Ohio; In re Gault; United States v. Nixon; Regents of the University of California v. Bakke; Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier; District of Columbia v. Heller). 
*Students will explain the foundational constitutional issues underlying landmark Supreme Court decisions related to the Bill of Rights and other amendments. 
*Students will explain the outcomes of landmark Supreme Court cases related to the Bill of Rights and other amendments.







Activity Documents, Materials, and Handouts

Materials and resources are located in the bellwork steps. 

Activity Vocabulary 
	Internment- an act or instance of confining a person or ship to prescribed limits during wartime.



Teacher Note

This topic can spark debate in the classroom. It is important to carefully facilitate these discussions.    Try not to exceed 15 minutes to start the class.




Lesson Steps

Bellwork: Korematsu v. United States
Step 1: Write key terms (camps, forced removal, number tattoos, malnutrition, military surveillance, racial tension, destruction of property) on board or on a PowerPoint slide
Step 2: Present two questions on the board to be discussed in pairs/groups
	-What do these words mean to you?
	-What historical event do you think these words tie to and why?
Step 3: Class discussion of the interpretation of terms 
Step 4: Share that the focus is the internment of U.S. citizens of Japanese descent.
Step 5: Read the syllabus of the U.S. Supreme Court case or view the linked video.  Direct  students to present  an opinion on the majority ruling in the case. The primary objective is to answer whether or not they agree with the reasons shaping the ruling, and to give evidence backed reasons explaining why. 
Syllabus 
(Korematsu v. U.S. (1944) Syllabus)
1. Civilian Exclusion Order No. 34 which, during a state of war with Japan and as a protection against espionage and sabotage, was promulgated by the Commanding General of the Western Defense Command under authority of Executive Order No. 9066 and the Act of March 21, 1942, and which directed the exclusion after May 9, 1942, from a described West Coast military area of all persons of Japanese ancestry, held constitutional as of the time it was made and when the petitioner -- an American citizen of Japanese descent whose home was in the described area -- violated it. 
2. The provisions of other orders requiring persons of Japanese ancestry to report to assembly centers and providing for the detention of such persons in assembly and relocation centers were separate, and their validity is not in issue in this proceeding. 
3. Even though evacuation and detention in the assembly center were inseparable, the order under which the petitioner was convicted was nevertheless valid. 
OR
Video Korematsu v. United States Bill of Rights Institute video overview
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