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National Hispanic Heritage Month recognizes the contributions of .I’ ) N
Hispanic and Latino Americans to the history, culture, and ¢ 4
achievements of the United States. This spotlight focuses on their

accomplishments in the United States military. Let's learn more about
these brave men and women and their service, both past and present.

Hispanic and Latino American soldiers have

fought in every U.S. conflict since the Revolutionary War

More than 20,000 Hispanic/Latino Americans participated on

either side of the Civil War

Approximately 200,000 Hispanic/Latino Americans were active

® personnel in WWI, with the most popular unit being the 65th.

Infantry Regiment from Puerto Rico

N atl O n al The Borinqueneers (the 65th Infantry Regiment) was the only all-
Hispanic unit in the history of the U.S. Army and fought in both

World Wars and Korea
WWII saw nearly a half a million Hispanic/Latino American soldiers
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The Arizona National Guard's 158th Infantry Regiment
(Bushmasters) was known as “one of the greatest fighting combat

teams ever deployed for battle” during WWII
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Heritage
M O nth 1.3 million Hispanic/Latino veterans today
14% of the Space Force is Hispanic or Latino

17% of the Air Force is Hispanic or Latino

The Past

Borinqueneers, The 65th Infantry Regiment

A Civics in Real Life Series Honoring 26% of the Marine Corps is Hispanic or Latino
Hispanic American Representation 18% ofitheiNavylis hiispanicionllatine

g 18% of the Army is Hispanic or Latino
Across America

Spotlight 4:
Veterans

Awards & Honors

First Hispanic recipient of the Medal of Honor was

Joseph H. De Castro in 1864

Sergeant First Class Modesto Cartagena was the most decorated
Puerto Rican soldier in history and earned the nickname “One Man
Army”

Over 60 Medal of Honor winners have been of Hispanic or Latino
American descent

In 2014, President Obama presented 24 Hispanic/Latino Army
veterans with a Medal of Honor for their service in WWII, Korea, &
Vietnam. Previously, 19 of these men were overlooked for the Medal
of Honor because of their racial/ethnic backgrounds

Civics Challenge: Search & Learn:
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The Library of Congress hosts several stories and accounts from Hispanic
and Latino veterans. Pick one of the veterans and learn more about their
service to our country.
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https://www.battlefields.org/learn/topics/hispanic-figures-americas-wars
https://www.nps.gov/articles/hispanics-and-the-civil-war.htm
https://www.army.mil/hispanics/history.html
https://www.nationalguard.mil/Resources/Image-Gallery/Historical-Paintings/Heritage-Series/The-Borinqueneers/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/Resources/Image-Gallery/Historical-Paintings/Heritage-Series/The-Borinqueneers/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/Resources/Image-Gallery/Historical-Paintings/Heritage-Series/The-Borinqueneers/
https://www.army.mil/hispanics/history.html
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/cuidado-158th-infantry-bushmasters-pacific
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/joseph-h-de-castro
https://nationalvmm.org/honor-and-fidelity-the-borinqueneers/
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2014/03/18/president-obama-awards-medal-honor-24-army-veterans
http://www.army.mil/hispanics/
https://usafacts.org/articles/how-many-people-are-in-the-us-military-a-demographic-overview/
https://usafacts.org/articles/how-many-people-are-in-the-us-military-a-demographic-overview/
https://usafacts.org/articles/how-many-people-are-in-the-us-military-a-demographic-overview/
https://usafacts.org/articles/how-many-people-are-in-the-us-military-a-demographic-overview/
https://usafacts.org/articles/how-many-people-are-in-the-us-military-a-demographic-overview/
https://latino.si.edu/sites/default/files/styles/hero_image/public/web_images/image-XAEZmR_oCAaJJg-large.jpg?h=1642be6d&itok=y9vlihEd
https://latino.si.edu/sites/default/files/styles/hero_image/public/web_images/image-XAEZmR_oCAaJJg-large.jpg?h=1642be6d&itok=y9vlihEd
https://docs.gato.txst.edu/700397/w/2000/YsQiYzr02sll/cesar%20y%20dolores.jpg
https://docs.gato.txst.edu/700397/w/2000/YsQiYzr02sll/cesar%20y%20dolores.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/collections/veterans-history-project-collection/serving-our-voices/diverse-experiences-in-service/hispanics-in-service/



