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REAL LIFE

Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” interact with the government and
each other. Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

On September 26, 1960, American households gathered around their television sets
to view the first televised presidential debate between Senator John F. Kennedy of
Massachusetts and Vice President Richard M. Nixon. For the candidates, this was
big. They had access to their largest campaign audience ever, as they stood side by
side, acting “presidential,” in an effort to tell their stories and convince voters that their
vision for America was best for the next four years.

For voters, what they saw was a youthful-looking John Kennedy
square off against an unshaven and sweaty Richard Nixon. As the
two highlighted their policy differences and preferences, viewers
were transfixed on the images of the candidates coming into their
living rooms. Kennedy went on to win the election. After the election,
Kennedy noted that “it was TV more than anything else that turned
the tide” toward his victory.

Sixty years later, presidential candidates are still standing side-by-
side on that debate stage, showcasing their views, highlighting their

accomplishments, and giving glimpses into their personalities and character, all in an effort to connect with voters.

For voters who may be undecided, have lingering policy questions, or likability concerns about the candidates, the
debates can help formulate judgements and opinions over who they believe would be the better president. In short,
debates can make a difference. The substance of the candidates’ messages and the manner in which they portray
themselves matters. Voters notice, and debate performance may translate into votes at the polls on Election Day.

In fact, the first presidential debate of the 2024 election season proved that
debates can have campaign-altering effects. Biden’s performance in this
debate caused concern regarding his ability to serve another term. After
widespread calls for him to step down, he ended his bid for reelection on July
21, 2024. Vice President Kamala Harris became the new Democratic nominee
on August 5, 2024.

A presidential debate is set for September 10 between former President ' v“‘ .
Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris. Both candidates have '

agreed to these debate rules. In addition, a vice presidential debate is set for October 1 between Ohio Senator J.D.
Vance (R) and Minnesota Governor Tim Walz (D).

o

To Think and To Do: As the 2024 election debate season gets underway, use the debate guides linked below
before, during, and after you watch.

* Presidential Debate Guide: Before the Debate
* Presidential Debate Guide: During/After the Debate
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https://www.c-span.org/video/?33073-1/presidential-candidates-debate
https://floridacitizen.org/resources/florida-student-mock-election
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSepd8HDfFM__nxeSRuF-gMg8tMtHfNFK7M9DTBn6d6AFi9S9Q/viewform
https://kidsvotingusa.org/affiliates/find-an-affiliate-near-you
https://www.debates.org/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/06/21/6-facts-about-presidential-and-vice-presidential-debates/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/06/21/6-facts-about-presidential-and-vice-presidential-debates/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/between-you-and-me/201609/did-you-watch-or-listen-the-presidential-debate
https://cla.purdue.edu/academic/history/debate/kennedynixon/publichistory.html
https://prologue.blogs.archives.gov/2010/11/15/does-television-affect-how-we-elect-presidents/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hhpn6w_PrnwpA7iFGYbX1fhbIct_Ar_I/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hhpn6w_PrnwpA7iFGYbX1fhbIct_Ar_I/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqG96G8YdcE
https://d3i6fh83elv35t.cloudfront.net/static/2024/07/GTB11JnW8AAhCDP.png
https://abcnews.go.com/US/abc-news-releases-rules-sept-10-debate-harris/story?id=113019909
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UbEDkVCMmHOq0z8sHu17JEEj5D9Dh5Gh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UbEDkVCMmHOq0z8sHu17JEEj5D9Dh5Gh/view?usp=sharing

