Civics Career Academy Support Lesson
    Examining the Public Perception of the Supreme Court Leaker: 
Understanding Different Perspectives
	What is public service communication? 
What is civic health, and how does public service communication support civic health in a constitutional republic?
Why are negotiation and collaboration skills necessary to enhance civic health? 
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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Course / Unit
Public Service Communication / Unit 2, 3
[bookmark: _heading=h.bi42sknlbtxo]Benchmark 
01.01→ Explain skills needed to communicate effectively with family, peers, and others to enhance health.
11.01 →Explain how public opinion shapes personal opinion and how civic participation can influence election outcomes.
11.02 → Critique civic associations and interest groups, the power they hold, and the ways in which they may enhance or detract from the interests of individuals.
SC.912.CS-PC.1.2 →Describe and demonstrate ethical and responsible use of modern communication media and devices.
SS.912.CG.2.7 →Analyze the impact of civic engagement as a means of preserving or reforming institutions.
SS.912.CG.2.13 → Analyze the influence and effects of various forms of media and the internet in political communication.
ELA.K12.EE.4.1→ Use appropriate collaborative techniques and active listening skills when engaging in discussions in a variety of situations
ELA.10.R.2.4 → Compare the development of two opposing arguments on the same topic, evaluating the effectiveness and validity of the claims, and analyzing the ways in which the authors use the same information to achieve different ends.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Lesson Foci
[bookmark: _heading=h.ind7gfmf7hzf]In this lesson, students will dive into a thought-provoking academic discussion, employing the Structured Academic Controversy (SAC) strategy. The focal point of the discourse revolves around the intriguing question: "What ethical stance should be taken towards the Supreme Court decision leaker: Hero or Villain?" Students will prepare to embark on an intellectual journey where they will actively engage, exchanging compelling arguments, and delving into the ethical complexities surrounding the actions of the Supreme Court decision leaker. Through interactive and dynamic debates, students will analyze perspectives, challenge assumptions, and scrutinize the moral standing of this individual. During this lesson, students will explore the intricacies of ethics, grapple with divergent viewpoints, and unveil the multifaceted nature of controversy. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.8tegm6pea0s]Activity Documents, Materials, and Handouts
· Supreme Court Leak Investigation Report (Student Version)
· Supreme Court Leak Investigation Report (Teacher Version)
· Classroom Projection

[bookmark: _heading=h.f0vlc8c8r8f3]Critical Vocabulary for this Lesson
	Term
	Definition

	Argument
	a discussion or presentation of differing viewpoints or opinions regarding a particular topic, issue, or decision.

	Civic Engagement
	Individual and collective actions are designed to identify and address issues of public concern. Civic engagement can take many forms, from individual voluntarism to organizational involvement to electoral participation.

	Claim
	A claim persuades, argues, convinces, proves, or provocatively suggests something to a reader who may or may not initially agree with you.

	Collaboration
	the process of working together with others to achieve a common goal.

	Debate
	A formal argumentation in which two opposing sides propose or refute a given proposition statement or attack the validity of a motion in a series of speeches.

	Evidence
	Evidence is a statement of truth that confirms your ideas, like a statistic, fact, a quotation from a source, or other supporting example

	Interest Groups
	A group of people who share common traits, attitudes, beliefs, and/or objectives who have formed a formal organization to serve specific common interests of the membership. 

	Interpersonal Communication
	The process by which people exchange information, feelings, and meaning through verbal and non-verbal messages" includes what is said and how it is communicated. It usually involves verbal, face-to-face communication with two or more people and relies on tone of voice, facial expressions, gestures, and body language.

	Media
	The communication channels through which we disseminate news, music, movies, education, promotional messages, and other data. It includes physical and online newspapers and magazines, television, radio, billboards, telephone, the Internet, fax, and billboards.

	Reasoning 
	The act or process of a person who reasons. forming conclusions, judgments, or inferences from facts or premises.

	Regulation
	The management of complex systems according to a set of rules and trends.



Teacher Note/Tip:

The teacher must prepare one day in advance by providing the students with the informational text to support their argument (see activity documents section). In a Structured Academic Controversy (SAC), students work in groups of four called Perspective Partner Groups. Within each group, students are divided into pairs called Perspective Partner Pairs. Students should sit side-by-side with their Perspective Pair and face-to-face with the other perspective pair.

Lesson Steps:
1. Begin by introducing the topics of contrasting viewpoints and controversies to students (see Background Information).
2. Afterward the teacher will split the class into pairs (2 students) [Perspective Pairs] and assign the two “controversies”. 
· Team A: Leaking the Supreme Court decision was ethical.  
· Team B: Leaking the Supreme Court decision was not ethical
3. The teacher will give students 10 minutes for students to identify and record the most compelling information and evidence on their Perspectives T-Chart. 
4. Next, give students 2-3 minutes to combine with another pair to form a group of 4. 
5. Once groups have formed, provide an additional 10 minutes for groups to share amongst each other. 
a. Instruct students with Perspective A to form a pair within the group, and with Perspective B to form another pair. Each pair should face each other (see image below)


Perspective
“A”
Perspective
“B”
Perspective
Partner
Group

b. Provide 10 minutes for each of the Perspective Pairs to form final points on their perspective.
6. Instruct groups to begin with Perspective A to start and share the most compelling points for their assigned view (“shareout”). Provide 3 to 5 minutes to complete shareout.
a. During the shareout, Perspective B should take notes on their T-Chart in the designated space and ask clarifying questions.
b. Once A finishes, Perspective B should share their compelling points and A should take notes and ask clarifying questions.
c. Encourage students to listen closely to each side of the arguments presented. 
7. Once time finishes and pairs have formulated final points, begin to review the Discussion rules below:
Rules for Current and Controversial Issues Discussions:
Maintain respect for self, others, the conversation, and the topic. 
Refer to evidence to support ideas.
Acknowledge what was previously said, use transitions to connect comments, ask clarifying questions.
One person talks at a time.
Focus on ideas, not personalities or people.
Everyone should participate and encourage others to participate in the discussion.

8. Provide 10 minutes for students to abandon their current perspective & engage in forming a consensus on areas of agreement  with their group. Instruct students to place the agreements at the bottom of their worksheet.
9. Once all groups have reached a consensus, direct students to go back to their assigned seats or to focus on the entire class. Begin a whole-group debrief with students sharing their Areas of Agreement and Areas of Disagreement, and final consensus.
10. Close the activity out by providing students with a reflection, either written or using the provided reflection worksheet.

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Teacher Background Information
What are contrasting viewpoints?
Contrasting viewpoints refer to different perspectives, opinions, or positions on a particular topic or issue. When teaching students about contrasting viewpoints, it is important to help them understand that diverse opinions exist and that individuals can hold different beliefs, values, or perspectives based on their background, experiences, or personal convictions.
Part of understanding the goals of an agile mindset means students must understand how to control and manage conflict within the project environment. PMI states, “Projects require people who often do not know each other to come together and work together under the pressure of demanding project constraints. As a result, conflict becomes unavoidable largely because team members come from diverse disciplines and have different expectations, goals, values, perceptions, personalities, and knowledge base.” 
Review the following source from PMI to gather a better understanding on conflict management and resolution techniques.
What is controversy?
Controversy refers to a situation where there is a prolonged disagreement or debate regarding an issue, idea, action or topic. When something becomes controversial it generates conflicting opinions, from individuals, groups or communities. Controversial matters often trigger responses. Can create divisions leading to intense discussions and disagreements among people with different beliefs, values or interests.
Controversies can emerge in areas such as politics, social issues, ethics, science, technology, arts and more. They may involve subjects related to morality, public policies, human rights, beliefs cultural practices and scientific theories among others.
The existence of controversy, in society is a result of diversity and the intricate nature of our world. When handled constructively controversy can foster understanding, critical thinking and social progress. However if not managed appropriately it can also lead to polarization, conflict and social tension.
A good example of controversy for students is the debate over the use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in agriculture. GMOs are organisms whose genetic material has been altered using genetic engineering techniques to introduce specific desirable traits, such as improved resistance to pests, diseases, or environmental conditions.

The controversy surrounding GMOs raises various ethical, environmental, and health-related questions, making it an engaging and relevant topic for high school students to explore. Here are some key points of the controversy:

1. Environmental Impact: Some argue that GMOs could have negative impacts on biodiversity and ecosystems. For instance, concerns have been raised about the potential for genetically modified crops to crossbreed with wild relatives and disrupt natural ecosystems.
2. Food Safety and Health Concerns: Critics of GMOs express concerns about the long-term effects of consuming genetically modified foods on human health. They question whether GMOs are adequately tested and regulated to ensure safety.
3. Agricultural Practices: Proponents of GMOs argue that they can contribute to more efficient and sustainable agricultural practices by reducing the need for chemical pesticides and herbicides, thus potentially benefiting the environment and human health.
4. Intellectual Property and Corporate Control: The control of GMO patents by large agricultural biotechnology companies raises questions about intellectual property rights and the concentration of power in the hands of a few corporations.
5. Labeling and Consumer Choice: The debate also involves discussions about the right to know whether products contain GMOs and the importance of labeling for informed consumer choices.

By examining the GMO controversy, students can develop critical thinking skills, consider scientific evidence, understand ethical implications, and engage in discussions about the role of technology in society. It also allows students to explore how different stakeholders, including scientists, farmers, policymakers, consumer advocates, and corporations, approach and shape the debate. Remember this is the example that is to be used to teach the concept of controversy to students. Independent Practice involves using a different controversy.
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  Examining the Public Perception of the Supreme Court Leaker: 
Understanding Different Perspectives
[bookmark: _heading=h.btdamqghx5p3]Preparing for the Discussion
1. Examine the text to determine the following:
The text is about:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The stakeholders are:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Their concerns are:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prompt: ________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Group and Partner Assignments:  Move into your Perspective Partner Groups, identify your Perspective Partner and receive your perspective assignment
Circle the perspective you have been assigned.
Perspective A          	Perspective BRules for Current and 
Controversial Issues Discussions:
Maintain respect for self, others, the conversation, and the topic. 
Refer to evidence to support ideas.
Acknowledge what was previously said, use transitions to connect comments, ask clarifying questions.
One person talks at a time.
Focus on ideas, not personalities or people.
Everyone should participate and encourage others to participate in the discussion.

3. Revisit the text: Review the text and underline the main/most important points that support your assigned perspective. Record your responses on the T-Chart.

4. Partner Preparation: Work with your Perspective Partner to determine the points from the T-Chart to share with the other perspective pair in your group and in the order you will present each point.

5. Present Initial Perspectives: Each pair in the perspective partner groups will share their perspective and evidence to the other pair. While you are listening to the other perspective, take notes in the appropriate column on the T-Chart.

6. Switch Perspectives: Perspective pairs will switch perspectives with their group members and prepare to present the other perspective.

7. Present Switched Perspectives: Work with your partner to share your new perspective with the other pair in the perspective partner group. While you listen to the other perspective, take notes in the appropriate column on the T-Chart.

8. Consensus Building: As a group, drop your assigned perspectives and use information from the text, T-Chart and your lived experience to collaborate to form a consensus on possible areas of agreement (i.e. facts of the case, the core issue, opportunities for compromise, etc.). Record the consensus on the T-Chart.

9.  Main Areas of Disagreement: As a group, note on the bottom of the T-Chart any areas of disagreement between the members of the group.

10. Whole Group Share Out: Each Perspective Partner Group will share their areas of consensus with the whole class.

11. Reflection:
	Did you…
	Often
	Sometimes
	Rarely
	No

	Contribute to topic comments, prompts, and evidence throughout the activity?
	
	
	
	

	Seek to understand alternative points of view, even when you did not agree?
	
	
	
	

	Deepen your understanding of the topic or change your perspective due to the discussion?
	
	
	
	



a. What did you learn about the topic from participating in the activity?

b. What was the most intriguing piece of evidence? Why?

c. What was the best thing you observed?

d. What was the most challenging thing you heard?

e. How might I improve as a participant? What additional questions do you have about this topic?

Perspective T-Chart
	Perspective A
	Perspective B

	This information in the text supports the controversial prompt:
	This information in the text opposes the controversial prompt:

	Areas of Consensus:

	Areas of Disagreement




Sources

Structured Academic Controversy Handout, provided by LFI:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SumEqPyViS6_TfXUt0I-n5vqeOIrylWD/view

Articles used in Classroom Slide Deck have been paraphrased, but can be retrieved from:
· First Article: https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/20/opinion/abortion-supreme-court-leak.html
· Second Article: https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/what-the-supreme-court-found-in-their-roe-v-wade-leak-investigation 
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