CIVICS IN

REAL LIFE

What happens when a public official, who may be appointed or elected, is accused of engaging in conduct that might be considered to
be a ‘high crime and misdemeanor’? One might hope they would resign, but when that does not happen, the U.S. Constitution provides
the means to do so: impeachment and conviction.
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Remember, however, that impeachment does not mean removal. According to the U.S. Constitution, only the U.S. Senate may
remove an impeached official from office, and for that to happen, the Senate must convict based on the accusations listed in the articles
of impeachment. The impeached official has the opportunity to defend themselves against the accusations, and two-thirds of the Senate
must agree to convict. If a person is convicted and removed from office, they cannot hold any future federal offices. This means that a
president impeached and removed from office after their first term cannot run for a second term or for a seat in the U.S. Congress.
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is forthcoming. Interestingly, the last time a cabinet secretary was impeached was in 1876. While three presidents have been
impeached, none have ever been convicted.

As the numbers suggest, impeachment of public officials is relatively rare, and even when it happens, it does not necessarily lead to
removal from office. However, it remains one of the most important tools for ensuring that our public officials fulfill their obligations under
the U.S. Constitution to We, the People.
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