
Conflicting Ideologies Research Product

Essential Question: 

How do constitutional principles of 
the United States conflict with the 
oppressive actions of authoritarian 
regimes throughout history?

Group Task: 

Students will plan and construct a 
product chosen from the menu 
board that presents their research 
and proves how that historical 
regime’s governing system 
conflicts with U.S. principles.



Product Topics:

Select and research one of these authoritarian/totalitarian regimes. You must select 
and analyze at least two different sources (digital or print) to build your product.

● Mao Zedong and the Cultural Revolution
● Joseph Stalin and the Soviet System
● Fidel Castro and the Cuban Revolution
● Vladimir Lenin and the Russian Revolution
● Pol Pot and the Khmer Rouge
● Nicolas Maduro and the Chavismo movement



Product Menu

There are two ways to approach this:

1. Your group may choose a topic and research 
first. Your research will lead you to a more likely 
product that will better present what you find 
and how you understand the conflict with U.S. 

principles.

2. Your group may have a strong skill set that 
leads you to choose a product first. Allow the 
requirements within the product to help you 

craft the best research. 



Group Research Guidelines

● Ensure every team member has a responsibility
● Use reliable sources
● Use class time wisely
● Use graphics to enhance your work
● Use a variety of sources to reinforce your thesis
● Tie everything back to the constitutional principles



Research

Track your progress.

Conduct your research with a purpose. Be sure 
you’re finding 2, or more, different sources.



Rubric

While you work, keep the rubric in mind.

Average work earns an average grade. Where 
and how are you going above and beyond to 
earn an A as a group?

You will have a reflection to complete as your 
work concludes. This is due with your 
presentation as a submission requirement! 


