
Media and Political Communication



Fact or Fiction?

HEADLINE:

After lightning strike, snake bite and 
monkey attacks, Florida man’s gruesome 

shark bite is latest brush with death 



Fact or Fiction?



Fact or Fiction?

HEADLINE:

“Offshore Wind Energy Farms Are Killing 
Whales”



So What Should We Believe?



Responsibilities of Being an 
Information Consumer

We consume media and political 
communication/information daily. So 
how do we evaluate it?

Ask yourself these three questions:

● Who’s behind the information?
● What’s the evidence?
● What do other sources say?

Information from Stanford’s Civic Online Reasoning

https://safesha.re/3s1g 

https://safesha.re/3s1g


Campaign Ads

What communication methods and 
techniques were used?

What do you think the goals were?

http://www.livingroomcandid
ate.org/commercials/1964/p
eace-little-girl-daisy 

http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1964/peace-little-girl-daisy
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1964/peace-little-girl-daisy
http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1964/peace-little-girl-daisy


Political Cartoons

What communication methods and 
techniques were used?

What do you think the goals were?



Bumper Stickers

What communication methods and 
techniques were used?

What do you think the goals were?



Social Media Influence

What communication methods and 
techniques were used?

What do you think the goals were?



Political Speeches
State of the Union 2020:

● The president said “take-home pay has 
gone up”.

State of the Union 2023:

● The president said “After decades of flat and 
falling incomes, wages are rising fast”.

What communication methods and 
techniques were used?

What do you think the goals were?
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