
SAMPLE ANSWERS

● Which reasons were the most common for not participating?

Not liking the candidates/issues was the most common reason for not participating, with 65% of each group citing that as their reason. Being too busy on
election day was the next most common reason for not participating, with 47% and 44% citing that as a reason.

● Which reasons for not participating have noticeable differences between those voters with college experience and those without college experience?
Why do you think this is the case?

“Inconvenient hours/location” had the biggest noticeable difference of 17 points, with only 15% of those with college experience citing it as a reason, but
32% of those without college experience citing it as a reason. “No transportation” had a 16 point difference, with only 19% of those with college
experience citing it as a reason, but 35% of those without college experience citing this as a reason.



SAMPLE ANSWERS

Answers may vary as to why students believe there is such a noticeable difference, but they may point to reasons such as those who don’t have college
experience may also have financial hardships; resulting in them not being able to drive to a polling location or have the type of job (hourly wage) that
would allow them to afford to take time off to make it to the polling location.

● Which reasons for not participating have noticeable similarities between those voters with college experience and those without college experience?
Why do you think this is the case?

“Problems with Voter ID” had each group with 21% citing this as a reason for not participating. “Problems with Registration” also had each group in
agreement at 20%.

Answers may vary as to why students believe these reasons were so similar between each group, but they may say that whether or not someone went to
college, being young comes with a certain degree of inexperience with life skills. In this case, being able to fill out the paperwork to register to vote or to
obtain an ID may confuse some young people.

● Which of these reasons do you think are more likely to be problems with voters who are young? Which do you think could be problematic for
voters at any age?

Answers may vary, but Problems with ID, Problems with Registration, and No Transportation would probably be reasons that are more common among
younger voters. This could be, as mentioned in the answer to the previous question, that inexperience with life skills and lack of ability to have reliable
transportation are more common for younger people. Most of the other reasons could be problematic for voters at any age; but particularly the reasons of
Didn’t Like Candidates, Too Busy, and Out of Town.


