Patriotic Holidays and
Observances

First Grade




Patriotism

the love, loyalty, and respect (allegiance)
someone has for their country




Ways We Show Patriotism

Continuing to learn, listen, pause, and
participate in important conversations about
our country
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September

American Founders Month

Labor Day (1st Monday)

Patriot Day (9/11)

Constitution Day (9/17)

Celebrate Freedom Week (Last full week)
Hispanic Heritage Month (9/15-10/15)*



American Founders Month

Learn

Did you know?
That three of the Founding Fathers passed away on July 4?

% Thomas Jefferson
% John Adams
 James Monroe



American Founders Month
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American Founders Month

Listen

“When you’re good to others, you’re best to yourself.”

- Benjamin Franklin



American Founders Month

Let’s Go!

Who are some important leaders in our community?

Make a list of 4 leaders in our community and write down what
important decisions they make.



Labor Day

Learn

Did you know?

Labor Day came after unions, or groups of workers, demanded
recognition for the hard work they were doing for the United
States.



Labor Day

g SEPTEMBER 5, 1882 ® THE FIRST LABOR DAY PARADE

NEW YORK CITY - ! 4
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Labor Day

Listen



https://safesha.re/3rqm
https://safesha.re/3rqm

Labor Day

Let’s Go!

Who works hard in our community?

Write a letter or draw a picture to thank them for their hard work!



Patriot Day

Learn

Did you know?

After 9/11, the national government added more protections to
keep citizens safe. Now, we have extra security at airports and
officials who make sure the country is not in danger from others.



Patriot Day
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Patriot Day

Listen

“When Americans lend a hand to one another, nothing is
impossible.”

- Jeff Parness, Founder of New York Says Thank You



Patriot Day

Let’s Go!

Many people wrote thank you letters to firefighters and first
responders after 9/11.

Write a “Dear Hero” letter or picture to a first responder thanking
them for their service to our community and our country.



Constitution Day

Learn

Did you know?

The U.S. Constitution is kept in the National Archives Museum. This
building is located in Washington D.C., our country’s capital.



Constitution Day
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Constitution Day

Listen

The Constitution was created long before we were alive. However,

the document still applies to our lives today, even over 200 years
later.

Let’s listen to We the Kids, the Preamble to the Constitution by
David Catrow to see the Constitution in our everyday lives.



Constitution Day

Let’s Go!

The Constitution has signatures of the delegates, or

representatives, who agreed with the rules and laws in the
document.

Let’s add our signatures to our classroom constitution to show
support for the rules we agree to follow in the classroom.



Celebrate Freedom Week

Learn

Did you know?

When the United States won its freedom from Great Britain in 1776,
there were only 13 colonies. These became the first states of our
country. Over time, more land was settled on, leading to the 50

states we have now.



Celebrate Freedom Week
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Celebrate Freedom Week

Listen

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal”

-Declaration of Independence



Celebrate Freedom Week

Let’s Go!

Our country has grown since declaring freedom from Great Britain.
Let’s compare the original 13 colonies to our country today.
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October

e Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15- October 15)



Hispanic Heritage Month

Learn

Did you know?

There are over 63 million people in the United States who are of
Hispanic or Latino descent. Spanish is an official language of 20
countries around the world.



Hispanic Heritage Month

Tree of Life aiias # Smithsonian
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https://latino.si.edu/exhibitions/presente/shaping-nation/raices-historia-y-justicia-latinas-latino-roots-history-and
https://latino.si.edu/exhibitions/presente/shaping-nation/raices-historia-y-justicia-latinas-latino-roots-history-and

Hispanic Heritage Month
Listen

Let's explore some famous Hispanic musicians:

Celia Cruz, pop singer

Gloria Estefan, pop singer
Carlos Santana, guitarist
Ruben Gonzalez, pianist
Placido Domingo, opera singer



Hispanic Heritage Month

Let’s Go!

To celebrate Hispanic Heritage month, let’s learn a few phrases in
Spanish.

Hello - hola My nameis ___ -mellamé __ _

Thank you - gracias How are you? - ¢cOmo estas?



November

Election Day (1st Tuesday after the 1st Monday of the Month)
Victims of Communism Day (November 7)

Holocaust Education Week (2nd Week of November)
Veterans Day (November 11)

Thanksgiving Day (4th Thursday of every November)



Election Day

Learn

Did you know?

Elections are held for all levels of government: local, state, and
national. This means as a citizen you vote for the officials in all
levels of office.



Election Day
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Election Day

Listen

“The most important office, and the one which all of us can
and should fill, is that of private citizen.”

- Louis Brandeis,

Former Associate Justice of the Supreme Court



Election Day

Let’s Go!

On your piece of paper, write the name of who you believe should
be our next classroom line leader.

Once all ballots are turned in, we will tally the votes and announce
the winner of the election!



Victims of Communism Day

Learn

Did you know?

Some people live in countries where the government controls
everything. Citizens do not have the freedoms we have in the

United States.



Victims of Communism Day
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Victims of Communism Day

Listen

“We realize the value of our voice when we are silenced”

- Malala Yousafzai



Victims of Communism Day

Let’s Go!

Let’s review the rights we have in the United States.

% Basic heeds met
% Access to school
* Fair treatment

* Safe environments

What leaders make sure these rights are protected in our country?



Holocaust Education Week

Learn

Did you know?

Many families hid to avoid being sent to concentration camps
during the Holocaust. Anne Frank was a young girl who hid in an
attic with her family for two years during the war.



Holocaust Education Week
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Holocaust Education Week

Listen

The Torah is a very important Jewish text. During the Holocaust,
many Torahs were destroyed.

The Tattooed Torah by Marvell Ginsburg tells the story of the rescue
and repair of one Torah after the Holocaust.



Holocaust Education Week

Let’s Go!

During the Holocaust, a lot of people were not treated with
kindness or respect from others.

What can we do as a class to show kindness to other groups? Let’s
make a class chart of acts of kindness we as a group can show to

others.



Veterans Day

Learn

Did you know?

Veterans Day is a federal holiday. This means the whole country
recognizes the holiday; many schools and non-essential
government buildings are closed this day.



Veterans Day




Veterans Day

Listen



https://safesha.re/3rqn
https://safesha.re/3rqn

Veterans Day

Let’s Go!

Many Veterans Day ceremonies include the reciting of the Pledge
of Allegiance and National Anthem to show respect to those who
serve our country.

Let’s review the words of the Pledge as a class to demonstrate our
patriotism for our country and those who serve in the military.



Thanksgiving Day

Learn

Did you know?

The most famous Thanksgiving celebration included English
colonists, known as Pilgrims, and Native Americans. They had a
feast to celebrate a strong harvest, or growing of crops.



Thanksgiving Day
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Thanksgiving Day
Listen

https:.//safesha.re/3t0r



https://safesha.re/3t0r

Thanksgiving Day

Let’s Go!

Let’s create a placemat for a Thanksgiving feast. Placemats are put
underneath plates and utensils at the dinner table.

On the placemat, include pictures and words sharing what you are
grateful for.



December

e Bill of Rights Day (December 15)



Bill of Rights Day

Learn

Did you know?

The Bill of Rights includes the first ten amendments, or changes, to
the U.S. Constitution, but 17 more amendments have been added to

the document since then.



Bill of Rights Day
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Bill of Rights Day

Listen

“The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution..are reserved to the States...or to the people.

- 10th Amendment, Bill of Rights



Bill of Rights Day

Let’s Go!

Let’s think about an amendment we could add to our classroom
constitution or rules chart. What do “we the people” need to work

on as a class?

Write or share one change you believe we should make to our
document.



January

e Martin Luther King Jr. Day (3rd Monday of January)



Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Learn

Did you know?

Martin Luther King Jr. helped organize peaceful protests and rallies
during the Civil Rights Movement. This meant he did not use
violence to share his message and beliefs. His March on
Washington included over 250,000 people marching with him.



Martin Luther King Jr. Day

An Appeal to You from

MATHEW AHMANN ISAIAH MINKOFF
EUGENE CARSON BLAKE A. PHILIP RANDOLPH
JAMES FARMER WALTER REUTHER
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ROY WILKINS

JOHN LEWIS WHITNEY YOUNG

to MARCH on
WASHINGTON

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 28, 1963

I k America faces a crisis . . .
Millions of Negroes are denied freedom . . .
Millions of citizens, black and white, are unemployed .. .

We demand: — Mesningful Civil Rights Laws
— Massive Federal Works Program
— Full and Fair Employment
— Decent Housing

—_ Tl:o Right_to Vote s

In your community, groups are mobilizing for the Murch. You can
get information on how to go to Washington by calling civil rights

or gi trade unions, fraternal or-
ganizations and youth groups.
National Office —

MARCH ON WASHINGTON
FOR JOBS AND FREEDOM

170 West 130 Street . New York 27 . Fi 81900
Cleveland Robinson Bayord Rustis
Chairman, Administrative Committce ggeoo Deputy Director




Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Listen

“I have a dream that my four little children will one day
live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color
of their skin but by the content of their character.”

- Martin Luther King Jr.



Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Let’s Go!

Dr. King shared his dreams with the citizens of the United States. He
wanted everyone to have freedoms and be treated as equals.

Write down or draw a picture of a dream you have for our country.
What would you like to see happen for the citizens of the United

States?



February

e Black History Month (all month)



Black History Month

Learn

Did you know?

Barack Obama was the first Black President of the United States.
He was the President for two terms, or eight years total.
[2009-2017]



Black History Month
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Black History Month

Listen

Maya Angelou was a famous African American poet and Civil
Rights leader. She wrote the poem “Life Doesn’t Frighten Me.”

This poem also became a children’s book! Let’s listen to her poem.



Black History Month

Let’s Go!

Let’s explore biographies of important African American figures in
history.



March

e Women’s History Month (All month long)
e Medal of Honor Day (March 25)



Women’s History Month

Learn

Did you know?

In 2022, the United States created the American Women Quarters™
Program. This program celebrates diverse women’s
accomplishments in United States history. Five women each year
are now featured on the United States quarter.



https://www.usmint.gov/learn/coin-and-medal-programs/american-women-quarters
https://www.usmint.gov/learn/coin-and-medal-programs/american-women-quarters

Women’s History Month
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Women’s History Month

Listen

“Fight for the things that you care about, but do it in a way that will
lead others to join you”

- Ruth Bader Ginsburg,

Former Associate Justice of the Supreme Court



Women’s History Month

Let’s Go!

Let’s explore biographies of important women in history.



Medal of Honor Day

Learn

Did you know?

Willie Johnston was a drummer during the
Civil wWar. He was 13 when he won the Medal
of Honor, the youngest recipient ever!




Medal of Honor Day
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Medal of Honor Day

Listen



https://safesha.re/3rqo
https://safesha.re/3rqo

Medal of Honor Day

Let’s Go!

Medal of Honor recipients are recognized for their bravery and
courage while in the military.

Draw a picture or write a sentence about a time you had to be
brave to accomplish something.



April

e Pascua Florida Day (April 2)
e Financial Literacy Month (All Month)



Pascua Florida Day

Learn

Did you know?

A Spanish explorer named Juan Ponce de Leon discovered Florida,
arriving in the area now known as St. Augustine. Florida became an
official state over 300 years after his discovery.



Pascua Florida Day
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Pascua Florida Day

Listen

Florida became a state in 1845, 300 years after Ponce de Leon’s
discovery. In 1935 the Florida Legislature adopted “Old Folks at
Home” as the Florida state song.

Let’s Listen!

v‘ ™ Folks at
&5 e,.*;e.x‘ me (The
S ) be River)

A


https://safesha.re/3rqp
https://safesha.re/3rqp

Pascua Florida Day

Let’s Go!

Pascua Florida Day is a day to celebrate Florida. For some
holidays, we create cards or flyers showing what we are
celebrating.

Let’s create a Florida celebration collage with drawings and words
representing our state.



Financial Literacy Month

Learn

Did you know?

There is a difference between wanting something and needing it.

A need is something that keeps us alive and healthy, such as
shelter, food, and water. A want is something we would like to have,
such as a new toy or ice cream sundae.



Financial Literacy Month

ook
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Financial Literacy Month

Listen

Let’s listen to a few books to learn more about financial literacy:

When Grandma Gives You a Lemon Tree by Jamie Deenihan
Alexander, who used to be rich last Sunday by Judith Viorst
Berenstain Bears Trouble with Money by Stan & Jan Berenstain
Earn It: A Moneybunny Book by Cinders McLeod

Berenstain Bears’ Dollars and Sense by Stan & Jan Berenstain


https://www.unionsquareandco.com/9781454923817/

Financial Literacy Month

Let’s Go!

When we are trying to save money, it is important to identify what
we want versus what we need. After we spend money on our needs,
we can save money for our wants.

Look at the images on page 5 and decide whether these items are
needs (1) or wants (2).


https://files.consumerfinance.gov/f/documents/cfpb_building_block_activities_exploring-needs-wants_guide.pdf

May

e Florida Emancipation Day (May 25)
e Armed Forces Week (Third week of the month)
e Memorial Day (Last Monday of the month)



Florida Emancipation Day

Learn

Did you know?

Emancipation means to be set free. Our country fought each other
in the Civil War for 5 years and when it was over, all slaves were set
free.

Today, we recognize this movement during the national holiday,
Juneteenth.



Florida Emancipation Day
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Florida Emancipation Day

Listen

"When I do good, I feel good. When I do bad, I feel bad.”

- Abraham Lincoln



Florida Emancipation Day

Let’s Go!

President Abraham Lincoln announced the Emancipation
Proclamation in 1863 which started the process of freeing slaves.
He led the North (Union) to win the Civil War in 1865 and then
helped free all slaves, including those in Florida.

Let’s learn more about our 16th president!



Armed Forces Week

Learn

Did you know?

Armed Forces Day recognizes how all six branches of the United
States military work together under the National Security Act to
keep citizens protected.



Armed Forces Week




Armed Forces Week

Listen



https://safesha.re/3rqq
https://safesha.re/3rqq

Armed Forces Week

Let’s Go!

Some people send care packages overseas to people serving in the
military. These packages are full of supplies that soldiers need or
may bring them happiness while they are away from their families.

Let’s make a list of items we could send to someone in the military
as a thank you for their service to our country.



Memorial Day

Learn

Did you know?

Memorial is a word that means recognizing someone who died or
an event in history where many people may have died. This holiday
recognizes Americans who died while serving in the military.



emorial Day
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Memorial Day

Listen



https://safesha.re/3rqr
https://safesha.re/3rqr

Memorial Day

Let’s Go!

To honor or remember those who died in service, we may have a
moment of silence. This means for one minute, we all stay silent to
show respect to the people who lost their lives.

Let’s practice a moment of silence as a class.



July

e Independence Day (July 4)



Independence Day

Learn

Did you know?

The Statue of Liberty is holding a tablet with
the date of the United States’ freedom on it:

July 4th, 1776.




Independence Day
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Independence Day
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http://safesha.re/3rqe
http://safesha.re/3rqe

Independence Day

Let’s Go!

Independence Day is considered America’s birthday. We celebrate
our freedom from Great Britain in 1776.

Create a birthday card for the United States. On the card, show
how you will celebrate and demonstrate patriotism on the 4th of
July.



Patriotic Holidays and Observances

Holiday/Observance How to Show Patriotism




Sources
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“‘American map flag” by GDJ from OpenClipart is under the Public Domain
‘| Love USA (Stars and Stripes)” from ClipArt Best has no known copyright restrictions
“Student, learn icon” by Muhammad Wagas on Freeicons.io has no known copyright restrictions

“Ear” by flaticon is licensed under the Freepik License

“‘community, human, humanitarian, society team. together icon” by Gan Khoon Lay on Freeicons.io has no known
copyright restrictions

“Stone engraving of the Declaration of Independence” from the National Archives is under the Public Domain

“Benjamin Franklin’s Famous Quotes” from the Franklin Institute

“The Bill of Rights” from the National Archives is under the Public Domain

“Scene at the Signing of the Constitution of the United States" by Howard Chandler Christy from The World Alimanac
for Kids Elementary, Infobase Learning

“The History of Labor Day” video from Department of Labor is under the Public Domain

“History of Labor Day” from the United States Department of Labor is under the Public Domain

“Declaration of Independence” by John Trumbull from Architect of the Capitol is under the Public Domain

“‘Martin Luther King- March on Washington” from the Bureau of Public Affairs is under the Public Domain

“2020 General Election Ballot in Sumter County” by whoisjohngalt is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0

“Find Financial Literacy Lessons” from the U.S. Consumer Financial Protection Bureau contains open access lesson
plans

“National Anthem of the USA The Star Spangled Banner” by DN Anthems is licensed under Creative Commons on
Youtube

“The first Thanksqiving 1621” from Library of Congress is under the Public Domain



https://openclipart.org/detail/216698/america-map-flag
http://www.clipartbest.com/clipart-yToeqbebc
https://freeicons.io/learning-23/student-learn-icon-831746
https://www.freepik.com/free-icon/ear_14983431.htm#query=listen%20ear&position=47&from_view=search&track=ais
https://www.freepikcompany.com/legal?_gl=1*14u71pb*fp_ga*NjI4NDc0NTUyLjE2ODIwMTA0NjU.*fp_ga_QWX66025LC*MTY4NDQxMTUzMS4zLjEuMTY4NDQxMTgzNy42MC4wLjA.*_ga*NjI4NDc0NTUyLjE2ODIwMTA0NjU.*_ga_18B6QPTJPC*MTY4NDQxMTUzMi4zLjEuMTY4NDQxMTgzOC41OS4wLjA.#nav-freepik-license
https://freeicons.io/people-community-welfare-icon-set/commonwealth-community-human-humanitarian-society-team-together-icon-62719
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration?_ga=2.108795458.1539342893.1674009382-1930516507.1673879570
https://www.fi.edu/benjamin-franklin/famous-quotes
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/downloads
http://wake.infobase.com/display-media.aspx?wid=293507&mid=59114
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