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Political Party:

an organization that tries to get political
power by electing members to public office
S0 that their political ideas can hecome
laws or policies
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e The Founders were concerned that factions/ parties might divide
and harm our constitutional republic. Because of this, they are
not mentioned anywhere in the U.S. Constitution.

e Factions or parties were almost immediately formed from
disagreements in Washington's cabinet. The two first parties
were called the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans.

e From 1816-1824, the United States only had one main party
(Democratic-Republicans) because of the lack of division. This
time is known as "The Era of Good Feelings.”




Why did the Democratic Party form?

e Leading up to 1828, the "Era of Good Feelings"” was
ending as various issues began dividing Americans
into factions again.

e The loss in the 1824 presidential election showed
like-minded citizens that they needed to stop splitting
their votes and unite behind one individual.




Democratic Party D o ]

At its inception, the
Democratic party

was the party of the /

"common man"
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Why did the Republican Party form?

e A conservative political party known as the Whig

Party (1833-1856) began to divide over the issue of
slavery.

e Those who did not want slavery to expand into new
U.S. territories broke away from others and formed
the Republican Party.




northern states




The originator of the
political cartoon, Thomas
Nast choose cartoon
animals to represent the
political parties that are
still used to this day.



How have the parties
changed over the years?

While the Democratic and
Republican parties have stayed the
two main political parties in this
country since the 1850s, who they
represent, their platforms...ete.
have continued to change, evolve,
even completely swap at times

throughout the remainder of U.S. 'I'Ile old swncnerno

history!
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Sources

“Fremont” by Bass Otis is under the Public Domain

“Recollections of Abraham Lincoln” by G. P. A. Healy is under the Public Domain
“‘Andrew Jackson” by Ralph Eleaser Whiteside Earl is under the Public Domain
“Martin Van Buren” from the Library of Congress is under the Public Domain

“Thomas H Nast” from the New York Public Library is under the Public Domain
“Stranger things have happened. Hold on, and you may walk over the sluggish animal
up there yet” from the Library of Congress has no known copyright restrictions

7. “The American Flag flying in the wind in front of a blue sky” Annerose Walz is licensed
under the Unsplash license
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b7/Fremont.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3b/Recollections_of_Abraham_Lincoln_-_Frontispiece.png
https://cdn.saam.media/nxeGtIVfydR1KAgzrZ_3Z7X8E0o/2600/0/center/cover/webp/https%3A%2F%2Fd3ec1vt3scx7rr.cloudfront.net%2Ffiles%2Ffiles%2Fimages%2FXX10%2FSAAM-XX107_1-000001.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Martin_Van_Buren.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/38/Thomas_H_Nast.jpg
https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3c12163/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/cph.3c12163/
https://images.unsplash.com/photo-1643923328521-38fa9fc2c717?ixlib=rb-4.0.3&ixid=M3wxMjA3fDB8MHxwaG90by1wYWdlfHx8fGVufDB8fHx8fA%3D%3D&auto=format&fit=crop&w=1113&q=80
https://unsplash.com/license

