SAMPLE ANSWERS: Political Parties QAR

Right There:

List the two main parties in the United States
today.

1. Republicans

2. Democrats

List some other parties that are not as
powerful

Reform, Libertarian, Socialist, Natural Law,
Constitution, and Green Parties

Author and You:

In light of the role played by today's political
parties, do you think the founders' concerns
about creating factions were warranted?

Answers will vary

On one hand, the parties have more in
common than we may realize. And groups of
individuals joining together can get more
done. On the other hand, sometimes people
vote party ticket without knowing anything
about the candidate which isn't good.

Think and Search:

Why were some Framers concerned about
political parties while writing the U.S.
Constitution?

Answers will vary

Ben Franklin and James Madison were
worried that political parties would divide the
country and that the interests of greed or
ambition or whatever you are passionate
about could keep people on different sides
that have nothing to do with what is best for
the country.

On My Own:

You may have heard the quote, “Two heads
are better than one.” What does this mean?
How does this relate to political parties?

Answers will vary

It means that sometimes, in order to get
something accomplished, more people
working on a solution is better. It is hard to
convince others to make changes if you are
alone in advocating. But larger numbers of
people united on a topic typically bring about
more results.




