
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more 
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, 

provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our 

Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America.

The Preamble to the U.S. Constitution



How Does The Government Ensure This?
Provide for common defense and 
promote general welfare

●

Secure blessings of liberty 
(protect rights)

●



Balancing the interests of individuals with the public good

Individual 
Rights

Public 
Good



Individual Rights
The rights guaranteed to 
individual citizens by the 
Bill of Rights and other 
amendments to the U.S. 

Constitution



Public Good
Things we all share and 

consume.They are available 
and free at the point of use 

to everybody



Individual 
Rights

Public 
Good

When might the needs of 
the public good outweigh 
the protection of 
individual rights? 

U.S. Supreme Court 
decision that limits free 
speech. Example: Can’t yell 
“fire” in crowded theater. 

Can you think of another 
example?



Individual 
Rights

Public 
Good

When might the 
protection of 
individual rights 
outweigh the public 
good?

Ensuring a search 
warrant is obtained 
before law 
enforcement enters a 
home. 

Can you think of another 
example?


