
WHO ARE WE?



Federalists and Anti-Federalists

Federalists: those who supported ratification of the 1787 U.S. Constitution

*Authors of the Federalist Papers

*Notable Individuals = James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay

 Anti-Federalists: those who opposed ratification of the 1787 U.S. Constitution 

*Authors of the Anti-Federalist Papers

*Notable Individuals = Elbridge Gerry, Patrick Henry, Sam Adams, Richard Henry 
Lee, George Clinton, George Mason, Edmund Randolph, Mary Otis Warren



KEY ARGUMENTS

● Size of the national government
● Where and how power is distributed
● Protection of individual rights
● Position and power of the president



ANTI-FEDERALIST QUOTES

In a republic of such vast extent as the United-States, the legislature cannot attend to the various concerns and wants 
of its different parts.

The plan proposed appears to be partly federal, but principally however, calculated ultimately to make the states one 
consolidated government.

But if, on the other hand, this form of government contains principles that will lead to the subversion of liberty — if 
it tends to establish a despotism, or, what is worse, a tyrannic aristocracy; then, if you adopt it, this only remaining 
asylum for liberty will be [shut] up, and posterity will execrate your memory


