
#5 The Rule of Law at Risk

The rule of law doesn’t exist on its own, but requires a
vigilant and involved citizenry to protect it for ourselves and
for future generations. It can be put at risk by a number of
factors, including:

1. Lack of Independence of the judiciary: When the
judiciary is not independent and is subject to political
influence, it may not be able to provide impartial and fair
judgments. This can lead to a loss of public trust in the
legal system and the rule of law.

2. Corruption: Corruption undermines the rule of law by
allowing individuals to buy their way out of legal
consequences or use their influence to manipulate the
legal system. This can lead to a loss of public trust in
government institutions and the rule of law.

3. Lack of access to justice: When individuals do not have
access to affordable and effective legal representation,
they may be unable to assert their rights and hold
government officials accountable. This can lead to a
breakdown in the rule of law and a loss of public trust in
the legal system.

4. Abuse of emergency powers: In times of emergency,
governments may suspend or limit certain legal
protections in the name of public safety. However, if
these powers are abused or prolonged beyond the



emergency, they can erode the rule of law and infringe
on individual rights.

5. Weak institutions: If government institutions are weak,
underfunded, or inefficient, they may not be able to
enforce the law effectively or provide adequate oversight
of government officials. This can lead to a breakdown in
the rule of law and a loss of public trust in government
institutions.

To learn more, scan the QR code!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RrlHrV91KXQ
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