Name:

National and State Cooperation

In June 2021, the United States government worked with the Florida government to address a
disaster that occurred in southern Florida. In Surfside, Florida, a condo building unexpectedly
collapsed. Governor Ron DeSantis called on President Joe Biden to join Florida in assisting the
impacted residents. Local, state, and national government agencies all helped with rescue and
clean up, while looking for a reason for the collapse.

President Biden signed an Emergency Declaration to provide federal assistance and funds to
local and state agencies during recovery efforts. The Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) was sent in to provide medical support, search and rescue efforts, and identification of
unsafe materials. A team from the National Institute of Standards and Technology began an
investigation days after the collapse to identify a cause.

Florida’s first responders were on the scene to work on rescuing residents and cleaning up the
mess made from the disaster. State and local firefighters, police, and community leaders came
together to determine what the community needed during this time. Following this tragedy,
Florida legislators passed a bill that required the recertification of condos over three stories tall;
this was signed into law by Governor DeSantis. The goal was to make sure that buildings are up
to the standards needed to prevent future incidents.

Prompt: In 3-4 sentences, explain how the United States government cooperated with
Florida’s government to address this disaster. Include important participants from each
government and what actions they took.
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