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If You’ve Seen One . . .  

. . . you have not seen them all! State constitutions usually have many things in 

common with the United States Constitution, but there are many differences 

too. The U.S. Constitution begins with a Preamble that introduces the 

Constitution and explains its purpose. The Florida Constitution, for example, 

also has a preamble.   

Activity:  Compare the Preamble of the U.S. Constitution with the Preamble of 

the Florida Constitution.  Box the parts that are the same in both documents. 

Government Rules! 

Just as the U.S. Constitution gives the rules for how the U.S. 

government should run, state constitutions give rules for how 

a state government should run. Like the U.S. Constitution, 

state constitutions describe the branches of government that 

the state will have. Often these branches are very similar, but 

if you take a closer look you will find differences. 

Activity:  Compare how the government is set up in the U.S. 

Constitution with how the state government is set up by the 

Florida Constitution. This time, underline the parts that are 

different: 
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Everybody’s Got Rights 

State constitutions also contain many of the same rights and guarantees you 

see in the U.S. Constitution. The U.S. Constitution is the supreme law of the 

land and cannot be violated. That means state constitutions cannot give state 

citizens fewer rights than the U.S. Constitution gives. However, state 

constitutions can guarantee more rights than the U.S. Constitution does. For 

example, a state constitution might give more protection for a right that is also 

in the U.S. Constitution. A state constitution might also include additional rights 

that are not found in the U.S. Constitution. Finally, a state constitution might 

include rules about things that are unique to that state, such as how the state’s 

natural resources should be preserved. 
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