
Historical Codes of Law

SS.7.CG.3.10: Identify sources and types of law.



Mesopotamia Modern Day Iraq and 
Syria



Sources of Law Handout



Code of Hammurabi

● The Code of Hammurabi is a written code of rules that guided the society 
of Babylon around 1772 B.C.

● The Code included 282 laws that dealt with everyday life. It was the first 
time a written set of laws governed a society. 

● This act of writing laws down and creating a structure and process for laws 
greatly influenced how other societies developed their own laws. 

● This is true for the U.S. and is evident by the U.S. Constitution. The U.S. 
Constitution is a series of laws written to guide society in the United States. 





Magna Carta
● In order to avoid a war, King John of England signed the Magna Carta in 

1215. 
● The Magna Carta is also known as the Great Charter of Freedoms. 
● The Magna Carta was written by a group of English nobility (barons) 

because they wanted to protect their rights and property against the king.
● During the American Revolution, the Magna Carta was one inspiration for 

the colonists to seek their independence from the king of England. 
● The colonists believed they were entitled to the same rights as Englishmen, 

rights guaranteed in the Magna Carta. The colonists, and later founding 
fathers, embedded those rights into the laws of their states and later into the 
U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights.



Sources of Law Handout



Discuss and Respond

The core source of American law is the U.S. 
Constitution. Based on what you have learned 
about the Code of Hammurabi and the Magna 
Carta, how did these documents influence the U.S. 
Constitution?



Sources

1. “Magna Carta” from the National Archives is under the public domain
2. “Fertile Crescent Map” by Norman Einstein is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0
3. “Lawyers day background” by freepik is licensed under the Freepik license
4. “Map of Middle East” is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6116690
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/2/23/Fertile_Crescent_map.png/976px-Fertile_Crescent_map.png?20100617182834
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://img.freepik.com/free-vector/flat-lawyers-day-background_23-2149240071.jpg?w=1060&t=st=1688390871~exp=1688391471~hmac=f39dcd39d601374d43c202d3dc3ef4a9de9e777fea70b15d68c1af88e1371664
https://www.freepikcompany.com/legal?_gl=1*17vaxmk*_ga*NjI4NDc0NTUyLjE2ODIwMTA0NjU.*_ga_18B6QPTJPC*MTY4ODM5MDg1My4zMy4xLjE2ODgzOTA4NzEuNDIuMC4w*fp_ga*NjI4NDc0NTUyLjE2ODIwMTA0NjU.*fp_ga_QWX66025LC*MTY4ODM5MDg1My4zMy4xLjE2ODgzOTA4NzEuNDIuMC4w#nav-freepik-license
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/72/Map_of_Middle_East.png?20121128111049
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en

