
Constitutional Qualifications 
for Congress

U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives



Article I, Section 2
The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members 
chosen every second Year by the People of the several States…

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to 
the Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the 
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of 
that State in which he shall be chosen.



Article I, Section 3
The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 
Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for 
six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the 
Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United 
States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that 
State for which he shall be chosen.



Article I, Section 6
The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation 
for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the 
Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except 
Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest 
during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, 
and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or 
Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other 
Place.



Compensation
The compensation for most Senators, Representatives, Delegates, 
and the Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico is $174,000.
The only exceptions include the Speaker of the House (salary of 
$223,500) and the President pro tempore of the Senate and the 
majority and minority leaders in the House and Senate (salary of 
$193,400). These levels have remained unchanged since 2009. 
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