DIFFERENT IDEAS

LESSON SUMMARY

BENCHMARK

S$S.1.CG.3.2 Explain responsible ways for individual groups to make decisions.

BENCHMARK CLARIFICATIONS

m Students will demonstrate characteristics of responsible decision-making.
m Students will explain how multiple perspectives contribute to the unity of the United

States.

CORRELATED FLORIDA STANDARDS

m  ELA.K12.EE.4.1: Use appropriate collaborative techniques and active listening skills when

engaging in discussions in a variety of situations.
m ELA.1.C.2.1: Present information orally using complete sentences and appropriate volume.
m ELA.1.V.1.1: Use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately in speaking and writing.
m  HE.1.R.4.2: /dentify the importance of sharing thoughts and ideas as an individual and as part

of a group.
m  HE.1.R.2.4: Describe how individual actions can affect others.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
Why is it important to listen to other people’s ideas?
VOCABULARY
n/a
MATERIALS

m Different Ideas slides
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ACTIVITY SEQUENCE

INTRODUCTION/HOOK

Teacher Note: This lesson may be taught following SS.1.CG.3.1 as an extension on the
concept of “We the People” and the framing of our nation’s constitution. The lesson may also
be taught in alignment with American Founders Month and Constitution Day.

1. Pair students up and have them face one another, either standing or seated. Assign
one student in the pair as Student A and the other as Student B. Instruct Student A to
share two things they see behind their partner. Next, instruct Student B to share two
things they see behind their partner. Once the students have shared, have them switch
spots with one another and have them look for the things their partner mentioned.

2. Pose the following questions for discussion: Why did you each see different things?
(facing different directions, not looking the same way) What happened when you
switched spots? (saw what the other person saw)

3. Explain that switching spots allowed us to see the room the way our partner was
seeing it, showing us things we had not seen from our starting spot.

ACTIVITY

4. Explain that, just like we saw different things depending on where we sat/stood in the
room, when we work with others in a group we will all have different opinions and
ideas based on our point of view. Sometimes, a group member has an idea that we
may not have thought about before. These different ideas should be listened to by
group members when making decisions.

5. Display the “Different Ideas” slides. Explain to students that the Founding Fathers were
a group of people who helped form our country. These people were leaders who
helped write the Declaration of Independence and Constitution of the United States.
These Founding Fathers each brought important ideas to share with the group.

6. Work through slides 2-5, highlighting the opinion, thought, or idea that each Founding
Father brought to the Constitutional Convention. Explain to students that sometimes
other people in the group agreed with their ideas and sometimes they had different
ideas. Use the Speaker Notes for guiding questions and applications to students’ lives.

7. Use slide 6 to show students how, even today, we still have groups of people in our
government who must work together to discuss their different ideas and opinions. Our
Congress is made up of people from all 50 states who work to address the needs of all
citizens.

CLOSURE/FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

8. Emphasize to students that when we all share our ideas and we listen to other
people’s ideas, we often get the best result/outcome possible.

9. Use slide 7 to introduce students to one final Founding Father, James Madison.

10. Read the quote together and discuss.
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11. Use the Speaker Notes under the slide to check for understanding.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

FJCC/LFI Website
Supporting Florida State Statutes:
m Florida State Statute 1003.42: Required Instruction (#4 a-e)

ANSWER KEYS

n/a

SOURCES

n/a

Lou Frey
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