
	  

SS.7.C.1.7 Low Level of Complexity Sample Item Explanation 

Question 
 

What check does the U.S. Senate have on the president?  The question asks about one way that the U.S. Senate 
can control the actions of the president.   

A overriding vetoes Incorrect – Congress can override a presidential veto by two-thirds 
majority vote; the power to override vetoes is not a power held only by the 
Senate. 

B appointing judges Incorrect – The Senate confirms appointments for judges who are 
nominated (appointed) by the president.  The Senate does not make 
judicial appointments. 

C declaring laws unconstitutional Incorrect – The Supreme Court has the power to declare laws 
unconstitutional.  The Senate does not have this power.  

D refusing to confirm appointments Correct – The Senate has the sole power to confirm the presidential 
appointments. 

	  



	  

SS.7.C.1.7 Moderate Level of Complexity Sample Item Explanation 

Question The passage below is from Federalist No. 47, written by James Madison 
in 1788.  

 
Based on this passage, which constitutional principle does Madison 
describe?  

The passage describes a principle of the 
powers of the federal government. 
 
The correct answer will identify that 
principle.    
  

 

A separation of powers  Incorrect – Madison was distinguishing separation of powers, 
where each branch works independently, from the system 
proposed in the U.S. Constitution, where each branch works 
independently while also limiting the power of the other 
branches.  

B checks and balances Correct – Checks and balances is a principle that means that 
each branch of the federal government has the ability to limit, or 
check, the powers of the other branches. This is the correct 
answer because, according to the passage, the “departments” 
(three branches of government) should have some “[control] 
over…the acts of each other.”  

C popular sovereignty  Incorrect – “Popular sovereignty” means that the government 
is created with the people’s consent. The passage does not 
identify or refer to popular sovereignty.  

D judicial review  Incorrect – Judicial review is a court’s power to question 
legislative and executive actions. The Supreme Court’s power 
of judicial review over acts of Congress was established in the 
case Marbury v. Madison in 1803, but was not included in the 
U.S. Constitution. Also, the passage does not address judicial 
review.  

	  



	  

SS.7.C.1.7 High Level of Complexity Sample Item Explanation 

Question 
 

Which principle supports President Eisenhower’s action to 
uphold the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision that public 
schools should be integrated? 

Identify the relationship between the branches of the 
federal government. 
 
The correct answer would show why the executive 
branch would support an action of the judicial branch. 

A judicial review Incorrect – Judicial review concerns the court using is power to examine 
the actions of the executive and legislative branches.  

B checks and balances   Incorrect – Checks and balances concerns limiting the power of 
government and not about one branch of government upholding the 
actions of another branch of government.  

C separation of powers Incorrect – Separation of powers concerns giving responsibility and 
power to separate branches of government in order to limit government 
power. 

D constitutional government Correct – The Constitution gives the president the responsibility for 
enforcing (upholding) the law.  Decisions made by the U.S. Supreme 
Court are a form of law called “case law”.  When the president upholds 
“case law”, the president is respecting the principle of constitutional 
government. 
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