STUDENTS INVESTIGATING PRIMARY SOURCES
Presenting Political Parties 
What is the impact of political parties? 
A Short Activity for Middle School Civics
Benchmark Correlations
SS.7.C.2.8 – Identify America’s current political parties, and illustrate their ideas about government.
	Benchmark Clarification: Students will evaluate the impact political parties have on society, government, or the political system.
LAFS.7.RI.1.1 – Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
LAFS.7.RI.1.3 –Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).

Activity Documents and Handouts
· Fishin’ Season political cartoon
· Cartoon Analysis Worksheet
· Presenting Political Parties Worksheet
· Rocking the Boat political cartoon

Full Document Citations 
The Fishin' Season; 7/7/1919; Berryman Political Cartoon Collection, 1896 - 1949; Records of the U.S. Senate, Record Group 46; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.  National Archives Identifier:  1693475.
[https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1693475]  
[https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/the-fishin-season]

Rocking the Boat; 6/5/1922; (G-099); Berryman Political Cartoon Collection, 1896 - 1949; Records of the U.S. Senate, 1789 - 2015, Record Group 46; National Archives Building, Washington, DC.  National Archives Identifier:  6011735.
[https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6011735]
[https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/rocking-the-boat]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity Vocabulary
	Democratic Party – a political party that believes that the federal government should take a more active role in people's lives, particularly those who are in economic need
political party – an organization that tries to get political power by electing members to public office so that their political ideas can become laws or policies
Republican Party – a political party that believes that the federal government should play a less active role in people's lives and that individuals can take care of themselves without government economic help
third party – a political party that is not one of the two major parties in the country; a minor party
two-party system – a political system consisting primarily of two major parties, more or less equal in strength



1. Write the term “political parties” on the board and instruct students to take out a piece of notebook paper. Have students work independently to write down words or phrases they associate with political parties. 
2. Instruct students to turn to a shoulder partner and compare their notes. Have students circle any words or phrases that they have in common with their partner. 
3. Have students share out as a whole class. 
4. Project and pass out “The Fishin’ Season” political cartoon. 
5. Direct students to visually scan the political cartoon and identify three items that stand out to them in the document. (Examples could include: donkey, elephant, fishing poles, tree branch, water, sign)
6. Engage students in a class discussion about the political cartoon using the following questions:
· What actions are the characters in this cartoon doing? (Fishing; looking for issues for their campaigns) 
· What emotions do the characters convey? What details in the cartoon make you think that way?  (They look shocked, surprised, maybe worried. Their facial expressions, eyes and mouth convey these emotions.)
7. Pass out the Cartoon Analysis Worksheet and share with students that they are going to learn more about this cartoon by conducting an analysis of the image. Teacher Note: If needed, share the following information with students to provide additional background information on political parties. It is important to share with students that the definitions for the Democratic and Republican parties reflect their current approach to government. Both political parties have changed their ideas on government throughout United States history. 
· The donkey is a symbol for the Democratic Party. The Democratic Party is a political party that believes that the federal government should take a more active role in people's lives, particularly those who are in economic need.
· The elephant is a symbol for the Republic Party. The Republican Party is a political party that believes that the federal government should play a less active role in people's lives and that individuals can take care of themselves without government economic help.
· Currently, in the United States, we have a two-party system. This means that we have a government system where members of two major parties dominate the government, more or less equal in strength. There are other political parties. These parties are called third parties.
8. Work through the Cartoon Analysis Worksheet as a whole class. Teacher Note: Use the Answer Key to guide completion of the worksheet. 
9. Keep “The Fishin’ Season” cartoon projected on the board and pass out the Presenting Political Parties worksheet. Work through the questions as a whole class. Teacher Note: Use the Answer Key to guide the discussion.  
10. Project and pass out the “Rocking the Boat” political cartoon. 
11. Direct students to visually scan the political cartoon and identify three items that stand out to them in the image. (Examples could include: donkey, elephant, boat, sweat, facial expressions, water)
12. Engage students in a class discussion about the political cartoon using the following questions:
· What actions are the characters in this cartoon doing? (They are in a boat, the elephant is seated and the donkey is standing on the sides of the boat, “rocking it”.) 
· What emotions do the characters convey? What details in the cartoon make you think that way? (The elephant looks nervous and the donkey looks excited and happy. Their facial expressions and the text: “Gee! Ain’t This Fun!” convey these emotions.)
13. Place students into pairs and instruct students to work with their partner to answer the questions on the Presenting Political Parties worksheet. Rotate through the classroom to monitor comprehension.
14. Engage students in a discussion about the cartoon by having students share their answers. 
15. Direct student attention to the question at the bottom of the worksheet. Ask students, “What does the term impact mean?” Share with students that impact means to have an influence or effect. 
16. Lead students through a think aloud to make connections between the actions in the cartoons and how those actions relate to the political parties having an impact with voters, with specific issues and in the government.  
17. Have students work independently to answer the final question on their worksheet. 
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Presenting Political Parties
	Questions
	The Fishin’ Season
	Rocking the Boat

	Which political parties do the two characters in the cartoon represent? 
	_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
	_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

	What does the action in the cartoon suggest about the purpose of political parties? 
	_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
	_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

	Can you tell anything about each political party from the cartoon? 
	_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
	_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

	What does this cartoon suggest about how parties organize and unite voters? 
	_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
	_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________



	Based on these cartoons, what impact do political parties have on government and society?
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Presenting Political Parties – Sample Answers 
	Questions
	The Fishin’ Season
	Rocking the Boat

	Which political parties do the two characters in the cartoon represent? 
	Democratic and Republican Parties
	Democratic and Republican Parties

	What does the action in the cartoon suggest about the purpose of political parties? 
	Political parties are concerned with issues. Sometimes, they look for issues from the people they represent. Sometimes, they choose issues that are important to them or may benefit them. 
	Sometimes, political parties challenge each other. In this cartoon, the Democratic Party (donkey) is making sure that the Republican Party (elephant) cannot do whatever they want without considering the Democratic Party’s thoughts and ideas.  

	Can you tell anything about each political party from the cartoon? 
	They both look for issues. In this cartoon, each party is looking for issues on different sides of the “campaign pool”. 
	In this example, the Democratic Party is rocking the boat. They are making sure the Republican Party doesn’t have an easy journey to their destination. 

	What does this cartoon suggest about how parties organize and unite voters? 
	Political parties unite voters that care about the issues in “their side” of the campaign pool. This may also mean that they don’t work to unite voters who care about issues on the other side of the campaign pool. 
	Political parties work on behalf of the people they represent. Sometimes this involves preventing (or rocking the boat) the other party from accomplishing their goal. 



	Based on these cartoons, what impact do political parties have on government and society?
	Political parties determine the issues that get attention in government. Sometimes, these issues are determined from the “campaign issues pool”.  The issues that get attention from political parties can impact what laws are passed and people’s lives are impacted by laws passed (or not passed) in Congress.  Political parties have impact on the actions of the other political parties. They can choose to work with the other party or try to prevent that party from reaching their goals. 



[image: ]Cartoon Analysis Worksheet – Sample Answers
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i Cartoon Analysis Worksheet e

Level1

Visuals

"Words (notallcartoons include words)

1. Listthe objects or people you see in the cartoon.

Identify the cartoon caption and/or ttle.

2. Locate three words or phrases used by the cartoonist
toidentify objects or people within the cartoon.

3. Record any important dates or numbers that appear in
the cartoon.

Level2

[Visuals

Words

2. Which of the objects on your list are symbols?

3. What do youthink each symbol means?

4. Which words or phrases in the cartoon appear to be
the most significant? Why do you think so?

5. List adjectives that describe the emotions portrayed
inthe cartoon.

Level 3

A Describe the action taking place in the cartoon.

€. Explain the message of the cartoon.

Linitresponse for each question to 3 lines of text

8. Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols.

D. What special interest groups would agree/disagree with the cartoon's message? Why?

Reset Form.

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration,

Designed and developed by the print Form

Washington, DC 20408
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Reset Form Cartoon Analysis Worksheet Print Form

Level 1
Visuals Words (not all cartoons include words)
1. List the objects or people you see in the cartoon. 1. Identify the cartoon caption and/or title.

Two animals - a donkey and an elephant

Donkey and elephant are wearing clothes and holding The Fishin' Season
fishing poles.
They are sitting on a branch over a pond and fishing. 2. Locate three words or phrases used by the cartoonist

to identify objects or people within the cartoon.

Campaign Issues Pool; G.O.P; Democracy

3. Record any important dates or numbers that appear in
the cartoon.

73
Level 2
Visuals Words
2. Which of the objects on your list are symbols? 4. Which words or phrases in the cartoon appear to be

e : .
Borkey-and Elepharit the most significant? Why do you think so?

Campaign Issues Pool - this sigh explains why they are
fishing in this pond.

3. What do you think each symbol means? 5. List adjectives that describe the emotions portrayed

) in the cartoon.
Donkey - represents the Democratic Party

Elephant - represents the Republic Party Concentrating, surprised and/or concerned.
Level 3
A. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon. I_imit response for each question to 3 lines of texll

The donkey and the elephant are fishing in a pond.

B. Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols.

The words "Campaign Issues Pool" makes it clear that the donkey and elephant are fishing in this specific pond to find
issues because they are running for office.

C. Explain the message of the cartoon.

Candidates running for office (from both political parties) look for campaign issues, sometimes from the same place.

D. Whatspecial interest groups would agree/disagree with the cartoon's message? Why?

Members of the Democratic and Republican parties may disagree with this cartoon because they believe they don't "fish"
for campaign issues but rather they determine campaign issues based on their values and beliefs.

Reset Form Designed and developed by the Print Form

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration,
Washington, DC 20408
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