STUDENTS INVESTIGATING PRIMARY SOURCES
Thinking Through Timelines: Creating the Constitution
Why do we celebrate Constitution Day? 
A Short Activity for Third Grade 	
Benchmark Correlations
Constitution Day Information
SS.3.A.1.1 – Analyze primary and secondary sources. 
	Benchmark Clarification: Students will analyze information about what they read or observe in primary and secondary sources.
SS.3.C.1.3 – Explain how government was established through a written Constitution. 
	Benchmark Clarification: Students will understand the relationship between the government and a written constitution.
LAFS.3.RI.1.3 – Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical	procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. 

Activity Documents and Handouts
· Creating the Constitution PowerPoint Presentation 
· Copies of Primary Sources: the Dunlap Broadside of the Declaration of Independence, Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, the Articles of Confederation, and exterior view of Independence Hall
· Creating the Constitution Graphic Organizer

Full Document Citations 
Articles of Confederation, 3/1/1781; Records of the Continental and Confederation Congresses and the Constitutional Convention, Record Group 360. National Archives at Washington, DC.  National Archives Identifier:  301687.
[https://catalog.archives.gov/id/301687]
[https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/articles-of-confederation]

Constitution of the United States, 9/17/1787; General Records of the United States Government, Record Group 11; National Archives at Washington, DC. National Archives Identifier:  1667751.  
[https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1667751]
[https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/constitution]

Dunlap Broadside [Declaration of Independence], July 4, 1776; Rough Journals, 9/5/1774 - 3/2/1789; Records of the Continental and Confederation Congresses and the Constitutional Convention, 1765 - 1821, Record Group 360; National Archives Building, Washington DC. National Archives Identifier: 301682.
[https://catalog.archives.gov/id/301682]
[https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/dunlap-broadside]

Exterior view of Independence Hall, ca. 1776; General Photographic File of the Commission of Fine Arts, ca. 1910 - 1950; Records of the Commission of Fine Arts, Record Group 66. National Archives at College Park.  National Archives Identifier:  518208.
[https://catalog.archives.gov/id/518208]
[https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/exterior-view-of-independence-hall]

Map of the Original 13 Colonies in 1776 taken from http://mrnussbaum.com/images/13map13a.gif, accessed on July 22, 2016.

Map of the British Empire in 1763 taken from http://www.conservapedia.com/File:B-Emp-1763.jpg , accessed on July 22, 2016.

Signing of the Constitution by Howard Chandler Christy, 1940. Oil on Canvas.  House wing, east stairway U.S. Capitol Building, Washington, DC.  Accessed 31 July 2016. [http://www.aoc.gov/art/other-paintings-and-murals/signing-constitution]    

Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia, October 19, 1781, by which over 7,000 British and Hessians became prisoners. Copy of lithograph by James Baillie, circa 1845; George Washington Bicentennial Commission, 1931 - 1932; Records of Commissions of the Legislative Branch, Record Group 148.  National Archives at College Park. National Archives Identifier:  532883.
[bookmark: _GoBack][https://catalog.archives.gov/id/532883]
[https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/surrender-of-cornwallis-at-yorktown-virginia-october-19-1781-lithograph-by-james-baillie]

Activity Vocabulary
	Articles of Confederation – March 1, 1781 – the first constitution of the United States
Declaration of Independence – July 4, 1776 – the document that stated the American colonists’ independence from Great Britain 
George Washington – June 15, 1775 – he becomes the leader, or general, of the Continental (American Colonist) Army during the American Revolution; he eventually becomes the first president of the United States 
Independence Hall – building in Philadelphia, PA where the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution were signed
United States Constitution – September 17, 1787 – this document organizes and outlines the structure and powers of the government for the United States 



Teacher Note: The PowerPoint Presentation file follows along with the activity sequence. Before starting this activity, be sure to download and open the PowerPoint file.
1. Project the image of the first page of the United States Constitution from the PowerPoint file. 
2. Direct students to visually scan the document and identify one item that stands out to them in the image. (Examples could include: a document, We the People, Article I)
3. Ask students if they can identify the document. (United States Constitution). 
4. Share with students that every year Constitution Day is celebrated on September 17th.  A group of representatives, or delegates, from 12 of the 13 states met in Philadelphia to create the U.S. Constitution. On September 17th, 1787 the delegates to the Constitutional Convention met for the last time to sign the U.S. Constitution. The Constitution organizes the United States government and outlines the structure and power of the government. 
5. Project the map from the PowerPoint file. Explain to students that before the United States was an independent country, it was part of Great Britain. All of the land that was part of Great Britain was called the British Empire. Explain to students that there were important events that occurred between the time the colonists declared their independence from Great Britain to the signing of the U.S. Constitution and that they will explore some of those events. 
6. Move students into pairs or small groups and pass out copies of the following primary source images: the Dunlap Broadside of the Declaration of Independence, Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown, the Articles of Confederation, exterior view of Independence Hall and the signing of the Constitution. 
7. Instruct students to work with their partner or group members to think about how each of these images relate to the writing of the U.S. Constitution and to try and put the images in order by when they occurred. Provide students only a minute to do this and then have students share out some of their ideas. 
8. Pass out the Creating the Constitution graphic organizer and project the image of the Dunlap Broadside of the Declaration of Independence from the PowerPoint file. Direct students to visually scan the document and work with their partner or small group to identify an item that stands out to them in the image. (Examples could include: document, large and small text, John Hancock )
9. Share with students that the Declaration told the world why the colonists wanted independence from Great Britain. This document led to the colonies becoming independent and eventually becoming a new independent country, the United States. Direct students to write the date of the event and 1-2 notes on their graphic organizer. 
10. Project the next image of the Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown. Direct students to visually scan the image and identify three items that stand out to them in the image. (Examples could include: two groups of men, flag, ships in the distance, uniforms) 
11. Explain to students that the colonists went to war with Great Britain.  General George Washington was the leader of the colonial army, and General Cornwallis was one of the leaders of Great Britain’s army.  The colonists defeated Great Britain, and General Cornwallis surrendered, or admitted that Great Britain had lost the war in the colonies. This happened at the town of Yorktown, Virginia.  Direct students to write down 1-2 notes on their graphic organizers about the Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown. Teacher Note: It is important to remember that the war continued overseas and that the Treaty of Paris, which recognized the United States as an independent nation, was signed September 3, 1783. 
12. Project the image of the Articles of Confederation.  Direct students to visually scan the document and identify one item that stands out to them in the document. (Examples could include: a document, text, script)
13. Explain to students that they are looking at the Articles of Confederation. This document was the first constitution of the United States written during the American Revolution. The Articles of Confederation had some weaknesses and delegates, or representatives, from the states decided to create a new constitution to replace the Articles of Confederation.  Direct students to write the date of the document and 1-2 notes on their graphic organizers about the Articles of Confederation. 
14. Project the image of Independence Hall in Philadelphia.  Direct students to visually scan the image and identify three items that stand out to them. (Examples could include: a large building, people walking, horses)
15. Explain to students that the Articles of Confederation had some problems in it that created weaknesses in the new government of the United States.  The leaders of the United States decided that there needed to be a new plan to make the government stronger.  This plan, called the Constitution, was signed at Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Independence Hall was the same building where the Declaration of Independence had been signed in 1776.  Direct students to write the date of the event and 1-2 notes on their graphic organizer about Independence Hall. 
16. Project the image of the signing of the Constitution. Direct students to visually scan the image and identify three items that stand out to them. (Examples could include; men with raised hands, George Washington standing at a desk, flags)
17. Explain to students that the signing of the Constitution took place on September 17, 1787 and it is the reason why we celebrate Constitution Day on September 17th. Direct students to write the date of the event and 1-2 notes on their graphic organizer. 
18. Project the image of the U.S. Constitution. Direct students to visually scan the image and identify one item that stands out to them. (Examples could include: a document, We the People, text, Article I.)
19. Share with students that eleven years after the signing of the Declaration of Independence the U.S. Constitution was written. The U.S. Constitution establishes the structure and powers of the United States government. Our government today still follows the U.S. Constitution. Direct students to write the date of the event and 1-2 notes on their graphic organizer.
20. Pose the following question for closure: Why do we celebrate Constitution Day?
Extension Suggestion – Instruct students to create a front-page newspaper headline and corresponding image to illustrate their understanding of the reason we celebrate Constitution Day. 
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The Signing of the Constitution 
[image: Howard Chandler Christy’s painting of the signing of the United States Constitution.]
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By THE REPRESENTATIVES oF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
- IN GENERAl;CONQRESSAﬁﬁmmLEQ‘ |

~ I EN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes ncchar'f( for one Peopl S o :

i ; ; -. ple to diffolve the Political ich e ‘
with another, and to affume among the Powers of thelBarth, the feparate and equal Station to w}lfiir;’dst‘g:‘i;l rhﬂv;cl%nnc@ccd them |
Nﬂm.fcf God .cnmlc them, adecent Refpe& to the Opirions of Mankind requires that vthcy thould declare. the c~u‘r~s 3 65 S land ci : |
to the bcparatlon. 3 7 RSN S A Clarc. tac caulcs waica 1mpei them
-+ We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that @* Men are creal S -

: PEDCS L : 3 cated equal, that they arc,cndowed b : 3 ;
ot : 5 : e ¢ “reated eq wat ¢l re, endowed by their Creator :
ey umh‘ex}able R}g?ns, that among th;fe.-\za';',‘ uite, Libe @i the Purfuic of Happinefs— - That sé e ﬂm}’b Bl 1 \t»'lt‘h certain . |
inftituted among Men, deriving their jult Powers from t &€hient of the ovatied,. that whenever any. B b \ights, Governmentsare i

B 1 : %0 of Government becomes deftructive of thefe - |
2 e Sl B S i : ; -

\

e

Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to aboli hit, and to infiras hew Gove : >
3 T = G T 39 2 == P P T er i x Faation iCT nc, an

; e otk not be changed 1or ight and traniient Caules; an ‘accordin iy mll Experience hath thewn, that Mankind s e O
vils are fufferable, than to right themfelves by abolithing the Forms to which ey are afcuf’comcdl But when a lon(r‘a';r;:?: oa;eAllr)lugfr:s (:j;[goéc? - hfffer, i
ing invariably the fame Qbjeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is their Duaty : to thrownof"f {Ul"pathons,. P
- and to provide new Guatds for their future Security. Such has been the patiett Sufferance of - thefe Colonies; and fuch is‘m’)'.v ‘th; . ucy-}l.ﬂ1 overnment,
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the pre ent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated Injuries ai’xé “U]fk : cgnﬁram:‘;
_ having in dire& Objeét the Eftablifhment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe Statetl, To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to a candid J\V 5 id P o
Hze has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceflary for the: public Good. e
e has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Imgortance, unlefs fufpended in thei e S . Cp
~ and when fo fufpended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. i i ia their Operation till his Affent (hould be obtained ;
~ Hu has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftriés of People, unlefs thofe People 1d relinqgui S RC e
the Legiflature, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. - g ple would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in :
Hp has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, zad diftant from the Depofitory of thei ic Re : ;
fatiguing them ir-xtob Compliance with his Meafures. - o S »thcu' public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
g has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Right : ’
Ht has refufed for a long Time, _aftcr fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be glected ; whereby the Legiﬂati\jg Pf)v?ri:?cizzg}izlp of ArniilG hauie
turned to the People at large for their exercifes the State remaining in the mean t me expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f’rom w}itho:xt anciuél - at;?n, m.ve‘ x
Tz has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of e eh {_Onvu dO0spa b ]
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropiations of Lands. = 5 refuling to pals others |
Hr has obfiruéted the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers. ' ol

5

A%

T1c has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Ofices, and the Amount and Payment of their Sal ;
T1g has-ereced a Muliitude of new Offices, and ient hither Swarms of Officer: ta harrafs our People, and cit out thiir subqaine&
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures. i
_ Hg has affe@ed to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civ.l Power. N
- He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdiction foreign to our Conftitution, and unacknowledged by our-Law
pretended Legiflation : ; 913
For qudftering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us : e G
_ For protedting them, by a mock Trial, from Punithment for any Murders-iiich they fhould cémmit on the Inhabitants of thefe S :
For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World : P : St ieorates
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
For depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury ¢
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences : e f7
For aboll-x.lhmg the free Syftem of Englith Ijaws in a n'elghbc,)‘u-ymg Province, eftablithing therein an arbitrary Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, £
a5 to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abifolute Rule into thefe Colonies : g el )
For taking away our Charters, abolithing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentélly the Forms of ‘our Governments :
> L Foxr fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever -
* IIs has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection ance waging War againit us. s
He has plundered out Seas, ravaged our Coafts, bu;nt our Towns, and deftrojed the Lives of our People.
Hg is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Dea efolati : - . .
cumftances of Cruelty and Pelr)ﬁdy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Ag(:s{i and totally un\vgflt)lf;tt}lll’e EI@SC%i??C?ﬁﬁ?E?&nn.y’ already begun with cir-
H 1 has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againft their Country, to become thc!f-\( Llen - :
Bretheen, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. ; i\ 42 ¥ Executioners of their Friends and
Flr has excited domeftic Infurrections amongft us, and has endeavoured to bririg on the Inhabitants T B -
known Rule of Warfare; is an undiftinguithed I%cﬁruﬁ__ion, of all Ages, Sexes and Jonditions. pLopl o Broner, the madiloh fndin Savages, whofe
“In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs ip the niaft humble Terms : Our rcpeatéd Petitions have been anf ] :
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Character is thus marked by every aét which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the Ruler of o Pc(: b only by repeat-
Nor have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britifh Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts by t! pch“ i
unwarrantable Jurifdi&tion over us. ‘We have reminded them of the Circumftances.of our Emigration and Settlement here P\Veyh‘lelr ﬂ{ ]atiur.c o C:‘tte”d an :
Juftice -and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of our commo1 Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations .Which ‘QVVFJZPPC)‘I _C' to their native ! |
_ Conne&ions and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity., We muft thc’rcfor: e \OL(: .mu,ylfdlily l?ffrru}“‘ our
| e denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the relt of Mankind, Enemiesin War, in Peace, Friends. : Sdsanstcen it Neceiity, b
| W, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the U N IEIE-D SIS AT B.S @8 AMIERTC A, in GENERAL ConN e
| pealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Retitude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the voodoI:\ G‘IR E; S{ Aﬁa\;;;qu’ ep
| lemnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are,, and of Right ought40 ‘be, FREE AND INDEPEND vroxx . fol“ - _‘mcfc Sl
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britifh Crown, and that all political Connect on between them and the State of G’rmt_}';l-ft T - AdT - ‘? ; that they are
{olved ; and thatas. FREE AND INDEPENDENT ST A TEs, therhavefull Power to levy War concluile Plcl. Sk {S :l_n G lie be totally @_111"
Commerce, and to doall other A&s and Things which INDEPENDEN T St ATEs mayof right do A ﬂ;r thm‘lfc, “4).“““1,_&, Alliances,  cflablifh
ftm Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence;—we-mutually pledge tocach-sther cur Lives, our Focr)mnes; and our 1:\cr2d('lz§ziifr?f this Declaration, with a

s; giving his Aflent to their A&@s of

Sl

- s

 —— T

e R

2

Signed by ORDER and i Brnarr of the CoNcrEss,

S,

% ‘ .\ JOHN BANCOCK, Prrst

Acer mRE g
@ ARL BES PTHONMSON, SEcRETARE

L ; P inln 1t DUE DYDSRGT A\t
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