
Propaganda & 
Symbolism  

  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” 
interact with the government and each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

Civics in 
Real Life 

      During the COVID-19/Novel Coronavirus pandemic, local, state and federal 
governments, and companies, are trying to persuade people to take certain actions, 
such as social distancing, by using propaganda.

      For example, during World War II, the U.S. government used propaganda 
to try and convince people to conserve resources. Before the Revolutionary 
War, the famous image of the Boston Massacre by Paul Revere was 
intended to persuade people to oppose the British and gain support for 
revolt. Today, we see something similar with social media campaigns 
targeting responses to COVID-19/Novel coronavirus. The goal is to be 
persuasive!

Learn MORE about the concepts of propaganda and symbolism. 
Free registration may be required.

Bias, Symbolism, and Propaganda, from Civics360
World War II Leaflets, from PBS History Detectives
What are the Tools of Propaganda, from the American Historical Association

4/28/2020

To Do and To Think: Utilizing this updated Uncle Sam 
poster, think about and answer the following questions: 

      Propaganda is a method of communication that attempts to persuade individuals 
through a variety of media types, like posters, radio ads, or videos. It involves sharing 
ideas or information for the purpose of helping or hurting an institution, cause, or 
person, and may be positive or negative. Propaganda uses symbolism to convey 
messages. Symbolism is the use of images, which represent particular ideas or 
qualities, to send a message.

     This poster is one of the most famous pieces of propaganda in American 
history.  The patriotic colors with Uncle Sam pointing the finger and the 
slogan “I Want You!” is a great example of how the government used 
symbolism and propaganda to get the American public to feel a certain way.  
It played a role in getting hundreds of thousands of men to decide it was their 
patriotic duty to join the Army during World War II.

How is the artist conveying action through symbols? 

What does this Uncle Sam want from you?

 What is your patriotic duty?

(Courtesy Rob Walker)

http://loufreyinstitute.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4PnSYAqQHU
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs.pdf
https://www.asicentral.com/news/newsletters/promogram/march-2020/logo-tweaks-encourage-social-distancing/
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/powers-of-persuasion
https://www.archives.gov/global-pages/larger-image.html?i=/historical-docs/doc-content/images/boston-massacre-l.jpg&c=/historical-docs/doc-content/images/boston-massacre.caption.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=social+media+campaigns+coronavirus&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS847US847&tbm=isch&source=lnms&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiuka3B1OboAhUiSN8KHQoqCQ8Q_AUIDygC&biw=1280&bih=578&dpr=1.5
https://civics360.org/login?redirect=/modules/Sko5NPK8x
https://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/investigation/world-war-ii-leaflets/
https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-archives/gi-roundtable-series/pamphlets/em-2-what-is-propaganda-(1944)/what-are-the-tools-of-propaganda
http://floridacitizen.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/powers-of-persuasion
https://www.facebook.com/rob.walker.98871174

