CIVICS IN

REAL LIFE

Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” interact with the
government and each other. Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

In a scene from the incredibly popular Broadway play, “Hamilton,” King George lll learns
that George Washington is stepping down from the presidency, and asks, “Is that true?”
Perplexed, the king goes on to ask if the United States is “going to keep on replacing
whoever's in charge.” And the answer to his question, as we know, is yes.

T Washington’s example of peacefully stepping away
from the presidency at the end of his second, four-
year term in 1797 set the peaceful presidential
transitional wheels in motion, but it was the election
of 1800 that cemented this approach to a transition of power as an important
principle. In that election, power passed from the hands of the Federalists under
John Adams, who had succeeded Washington, to the Democratic-Republicans
under Thomas Jefferson. This confirmed that it was possible to have a peaceful
presidential transition even between two different political parties.

Since then, no matter how many terms a president serves, they have all followed Washington’s lead and peacefully
handed the mantle of leadership over to their successor when their time as president is over.

For 166 years, this transition in leadership and transfer of power occurred not as a matter law, but as a matter of

tradition. In 1963, Congress changed this, and codified this transfer of power with the passage of the Presidential
Transition Act.

When this Act was passed, Congress identified its purpose to “promote the orderly transfer of the executive power
in connection with the expiration of the term of office of a President and the inauguration of a new President,” and to
warn that “any disruption occasioned by the transfer of the executive power could produce results detrimental to the
safety and well-being of the United States and its people.”

Consequently, the Presidential Transition Act requires governmental agencies to work with, and assist, first and

second term transition teams of presidents-elect. In doing so, the United States government is ensuring the orderly and
peaceful transfer of executive power come Inauguration Day.

A Letter Writing Tradition
In a long-standing tradition, many outgoing presidents have left a personal letter for their successor
that wishes them well and provides some insight and advice about the things they've learned from
When T walhed iats then being in office. Below is the text from the letter the outgoing president George H.W. Bush wrote for the
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i : i Learn MORE about Presidential Transition. Free registration may be required.
o Think and To Do: Review the Preamble to the
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http://loufreyinstitute.org/
http://floridacitizen.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-QGJExFu2Ns
https://presidentialtransition.org/
https://www.whitehousehistory.org/presidential-inaugurations-traditions-transitions
https://www.govexec.com/management/2020/03/trump-signs-bill-strengthen-presidential-transition-ethics-requirements/163506/
https://presidentialtransition.org/publications/presidential-transition-act-summary/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/M-20-24.pdf
https://floridacitizen.org/files/resources/CRL_Preamble_Form.pdf
https://kr.usembassy.gov/education-culture/infopedia-usa/living-documents-american-history-democracy/george-washington-farewell-address-1796/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/dear-bill-clinton-reads-heartfelt-letter-president-george/story?id=59545468
https://lyricsondemand.com/soundtracks/h/hamiltonlyrics/iknowhimlyrics.html
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states/election-of-1800.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/john-adams/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/thomas-jefferson/

