
Executive Orders
  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” interact with 
the government and each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.
 

Executive orders are a tool used by leaders of the executive branch at the federal, state, and local levels of 
government. Executive orders are directives issued by the president, a governor, or a city or county chief 
executive that holds the weight of law. Executive orders can impact the daily lives of citizens.

President Donald J. Trump
 

Civics in 
Real Life 

  The President of the United States issues executive orders to 
help fulfill their obligations under the United States Constitution. 
Governors can also issue executive orders. This means that an 
executive order issued by Florida’s governor, for example, has the 
force of law (though can be overturned by the next governor). 
Executive orders that are issued by governors draw on the power 
granted to them by their state constitutions to “take care that the laws 
be faithfully executed.”

FL Governor Ron DeSantis

  Even municipal (local level) leaders might have the power to issue executive orders. Here are some examples 
of state and local government executive orders:

State Municipality

Florida: Governor Ron DeSantis

Georgia: Governor Brian Kemp

Illinois: Governor J.B. Pritzker

Louisiana: Governor John Bel 
Edwards

Pennsylvania: Governor Tom Wolf

Jacksonville

Atlanta

Chicago

New Orleans

Philadelphia

Learn MORE: The resources below apply to executive orders from both the president and governors

To Do and To Think: Look up the recent executive orders relating to the COVID-
19/Novel Coronavirus from your state’s governor. What actions should citizens be 
taking based on the most recent executive order issued by their governor?
 

Where Do Governors Get The Power for Executive Orders?, from The National Governors Association
The President and Executive Orders, from Khan Academy
How Do Executive Orders Work?, from TED-Ed
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http://loufreyinstitute.org/
https://www.federalregister.gov/presidential-documents/executive-orders/donald-trump/2020
https://www.flgov.com/2020-executive-orders/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?submenu=3#A4S01
https://www.flgov.com/2020-executive-orders/
https://gov.georgia.gov/executive-action/executive-orders/2020-executive-orders
https://www2.illinois.gov/government/executive-orders
https://gov.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/category/11
https://www.governor.pa.gov/topic/executive-order/
https://www.coj.net/ogc/executive-orders-search?searchtext=2020&searchmode=allwords
https://citycouncil.atlantaga.gov/council-divisions/municipal-clerk/executive-orders
https://www.chicityclerk.com/legislation-records/journals-and-reports/executive-orders
https://www.nola.gov/mayor/executive-orders/
https://www.phila.gov/executiveorders/pages/default.aspx
https://www.nga.org/consulting/powers-and-authority/#orders
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-government-and-civics/us-gov-interactions-among-branches/us-gov-roles-and-powers-of-the-president/v/executive-orders-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyOf3g-PJ94
http://floridacitizen.org/

